Clallam disaster air

plan first in state
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Alan Barnard, shown with his vintage Cessna 150 aircraft at \\ﬂlllam R. Fairchild International Airport in
Port Angeles, is working to develop the Disaster Airlift Response Team to help Clallam County residents
in the wake of a catastrophic earthquake.

Private pilots hope to provide lifeline service after earthquakes

By RoB OLLIKAINEN
" PENINSULA DALy NEws

PORT ANGELES — Private pilots
will provide a lifeline to the North
Olympic Peninsula after a catastrophic
earthquake destroys the region’s
bridges and highways, emergency plan-
ners say.

Clallam County has become the first
county in the state to gear up for the
big one by adding a disaster airlift
response plan to its comprehensive
emergency management plan, officials

-~ said.

The legislative move will save lives
by streamlining the general aviation
response to a natural disaster, emer-

gency planners said.

“This is a huge game-changer,” said
Sky Terry, western regional director of
the Emergency Volunteer Air Corps, in
a Friday interview.

“Other counties are asking for cop-
ies of it.” .

Alan Barnard, Port Angeles realtor
and general aviation pilot, drafted the
Clallam County Disaster Airlift
Response Plan that the three commis-

sioners approved unanimously Tuesday.

The plan outlines how registered
pilots in a Disaster Airlift Response
Team, or DART, will transport people;
supplies and equipment — and provide
aerial reconnaissance — after a disas-
ter like the magnitude-9.0 Cascadia

subduction zone earthquake that scien-
tists predict will happen at some point.

“In a nutshell, it is an organization
of private pilots who will fly their own
airplanes at their own expense to
assist in disaster response in times of
need,” Barnard said in a Thursday
interview.

“It's a resource that has always been
there, but only recently recognized that
it could be organized and imple-
mented.”

The last major earthquake on the
800-mile long Cascadia subduction
zone off the Northwest coast occurred
on Jan. 26, 1700, scientists say.
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